
INTRODUCTION 

R eview question / Objective The objective 
of this scoping review is to synthesize 
avai lable evidence on cl in ical and 

epidemiological characteristics (Concept) of adult 
patients with ICU-acquired weakness hospitalized 
in intensive care units (Population) within Latin 
America (Context), identifying reported incidence, 
risk factors, diagnostic methods, and management 
strategies. 

Background Despite extensive international 
research, particularly in regions such as Europe, 
North America, and Asia, specific data on ICUAW 
in Latin America remain scarce. 

Rationale  This scoping review aims to provide a 
comprehensive synthesis of available evidence on 
ICUAW in Latin America, addressing aspects such 
as reported incidence, demographic and clinical 
characteristics of affected patients, hospitalization 
details, risk factors, diagnostic and evaluation 
methods, as well as the preventive and therapeutic 
strategies currently implemented. 

METHODS 

Strategy of data synthesis  A systematic 
approach was implemented following the JBI 
guidelines to ensure a comprehensive and rigorous 
data synthesis and in line with the Preferred 
Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and 
MetaAnalyses extension for Scoping Reviews 
(PRISMAScR). The search strategy aimed to locate 
both published and unpublished primary studies, 
reviews, and gray literature relevant to ICUAW in 
Latin America. An initial limited search was 
conducted in PubMed (MEDLINE), LILACS (BVS), 
and EMBASE (Elsevier) to identify relevant articles 
on the topic. 

Eligibility criteria   
The review focused on adult patients (≥18 years) 
hospitalized in intensive care units (Population) in 
Latin America (Context), addressing ICUAW 
(Concept) in any diagnostic form. Eligible studies 
reported on clinical and sociodemographic 
characteristics, hospitalization details, risk factors, 
and strategies for prevention or management. 
Studies involving patients with pre-existing 
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neuromuscular or neurological conditions, lacking 
explicit ICUAW data, or without accessible full 
texts were excluded. 

Source of evidence screening and selection  
The search results will be fully reported in the final 
scoping review and presented in a PRISMA flow 
diagram. 

Data management  The extraction process 
adhered to the Population, Concept, and Context 
(PCC) framework guiding this scoping review. 

Reporting results / Analysis of the evidence A 
descriptive and narrative synthesis will be 
conducted. 

Presentation of the results Findings will be 
presented in multiple tables to enhance clarity and 
systematic organization of results. 

Language restriction None. 

Country(ies) involved Chile. 

Keywords Critical illness; Epidemiological trends; 
Intensive care outcomes; Neuromuscular 
complications; Rehabilitation strategies. 
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