
INTRODUCTION 

R eview question / Objective Which is the 
prevalence of Epstein-Barr virus infection in 
patients affected by Lemierre syndrome? 

Are clinically different patients affected by Lemierre 
syndrome with Epstein-Barr virus infection 
compared to those without Epstein-Barr virus 
infection? 

Condition being studied Lemierre 's syndrome. 

METHODS 

Participant or population Humans individuals 
affected by Lemierre syndrome with or without 
Epstein-Barr virus infection. 

Intervention There is not an intervention. The main 
study group are patients affected by Lemierre 
syndrome and testing positive for Epstein-Barr 
virus infection. 

Comparator Patients affected by Lemierre 
syndrome and testing negative for Epstein-Barr 
virus infection. 

Study designs to be included All types of designs 
of original studies. 

E l i g i b i l i t y c r i t e r i a S t u d i e s d e s c r i b i n g 
immunocompetent individuals affected by Lemierre 
syndrome and with results of Epstein-Barr virus 
tests. 

Information sources United States National 
Library of Medicine, and Excerpta Medica, Google 
Scholar and articles already familiar to the authors 
were included.


Main outcome(s) Frequency of Epstein-Barr virus 
infection in patients with Lemierre syndrome and 
their clinical characteristics and outcome. 
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Quality assessment / Risk of bias analysis No 
formal risk of bias assessment is possible given 
the study design. 

Strategy of data synthesis Both descriptive and 
inferential statistics. Inferential statistics by Mann-
Whitney-Wilcoxon and Fisher exact tests.


Subgroup analysis No subgroup analysis planned 
excepted for comparison between patients with 
and without Epstein-Barr virus. 

Sensitivity analysis No sensitivity analysis is 
possible. 

Country(ies) involved Italy, UK, Switzerland. 
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