
INTRODUCTION 

Review question / Objective: We made the 
systematic review and network meta 
analysis of prognosis evaluation and 
efficacy analysis of different treatment 
options for patients with pleural metastasis 
of lung cancer in stage IIA~IIB. 

Condition being studied: Pleural metastasis 
of lung cancer in stage IIA~IIB. A search 
was conducted in PubMed, Embase, China 
National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI), 
Cochrane Library, WanFang Data, China 
Biomedical Literature Database (CBM) and 
other databases for all relevant literature 
on pleural metastasis of lung cancer in 
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s t a g e I I A ~ I I B . T h e C o c h r a n e 
Collaboration’s bias risk assessment tool 
and the Newcastle-Ottawa Scale (NOS) 
were used to evaluate the quality of the 
literature. 

METHODS 

Participant or population: Patients with 
pleural metastasis of lung cancer in stage 
IIA~IIB. 

Intervention: Drug intervention or Surgical 
intervention. 

C o m p a r a t o r : W i t h o u t s u r g e r y o r 
medication. 

Study designs to be included: Randomized 
controlled trials (RCTs), cohort studies, and 
case-control studies. 

Eligibility criteria: Participants: The patients 
was pathologically diagnosed as pleural 
metastasis of lung cancer in stage IIA~IIB;  
Intervention method: use drug intervention 
or surgical intervention;  Controlled study: 
without drug intervention or Surgical 
intervention;  Research outcome: OS, PFS 
etc.  Research type: randomized controlled 
trials (RCTs), cohort studies, and case-
control studies. 

Information sources: The two researchers 
independently conducted systematic 
literature searches on PubMed, Cochrane 
Library, Embase and clinical trial registry 
platforms (http://clinicaltrials.gov/and 
http://www.chictr.org.cn/). Trials from the 
establishment of the database to Feb 2021 
were included. The document language 
was limited to English and Chinese. We set 
the search keywords as follows: ("pleural 
metastasis") AND ("lung cancer" OR "stage 
IIA~IIB"). Article types included randomized 
controlled trials (RCTs), cohort studies, and 
case-control studies. 

Main outcome(s): OS, PFS etc. 
Quality assessment / Risk of bias analysis: 
According to the standards in the 
Cochrane Handbook for Systematic 
Reviews of Interventions, the quality of the 
trial was evaluated based on the following 

aspects: selection bias, implementation 
bias, measurement bias, follow-up bias, 
reporting bias and other potential sources 
of bias. 

Strategy of data synthesis: The two 
researchers independently conducted 
systematic literature searches on PubMed, 
Cochrane Library, Embase and clinical trial 
registry platforms (http://clinicaltrials.gov/
and http://www.chictr.org.cn/). Trials from 
the establishment of the database to Feb 
2021 were included. The document 
language was limited to English and 
Chinese. We set the search keywords as 
follows: ("pleural metastasis") AND ("lung 
cancer" OR "s tage I IA~ I IB" ) AND 
("treatment options") Article types included 
randomized controlled trials (RCTs), cohort 
studies, and case-control studies. The 
references of the included studies and 
review articles were also reviewed to 
identify additional relevant studies. 

Subgroup analysis: Clinical staging 
s u b g ro u p，a g e s u b g ro u p , g e n d e r 
subgroup, et al. 

Sensitivity analysis: When I2 was > 50%, 
the heterogenei ty was considered 
significant, and a random effects model 
was used for analysis. Otherwise, a fixed 
effects model was used. 

Language: English. 

Country(ies) involved: China. 

Keywords: pleural metastasis; lung cancer; 
P ro g n o s i s e v a l u a t i o n ; t re a t m e n t ; 
Systematic review; Network meta analysis. 
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